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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


Crazy Little 


Thing Called Love 


Who on Earth doesn’t love a good wedding? 

The pageantry, the outfits, the music, the 
post-nuptial revelry, the sheer aura of happi- 
ness and bliss: there’s an embarrassment of 
loveliness about a union between two love- 
birds, and sometimes it even feels like the 
journey to the big day is just as fulfilling as the 
destination. 

I mean, it takes a LOT to craft the perfect 
wedding day! You gotta reserve a venue, you 
need to map out the reception, and find the per- 


fect dress or suit to wear for the biggest day of 
your life. 

With the spring season within our greedy 
little grasp, it’s time to celebrate love in all its 
beauty with Lavenders 2019 Spring Love «с 
Marriage Issue! Within these pages include 
an encounter with Thraxis Threads fashion de- 
signer Tierney Houdek and her punk-goddess 
wedding attire; we meet wedding photogra- 
pher Bryden Giving, who had the opportunity 
of a lifetime when he appeared on The Ellen 


DeGeneres Show; we learn about the latest mar- 
riage tips and trends courtesy of The Wedding 
Guys; and we explore the wedding venues pos- 
sibilities of Chanhassen Dinner Theatres. 

And, of course, we relive some of the gor- 
geous rainbow weddings from the Twin Cit- 
ies area, complete with beautiful photography 
and, yes, wedding cake. Because who. Doesn't. 
Love. Wedding Cake. И 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Thoughts on Black History Month 


In 1926, Negro History Week, Black His- 
tory Month’s precursor, was created concur- 
rent with the February birthdays of Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. Co-founder 
Carter С. Woodson wrote, “If a race has no his- 
tory, it has no worthwhile identity, it becomes 
a negligible factor in the thought of the world, 
and it stands in danger of being exterminated.” 

There is also danger of Black history be- 
ing omitted or ignored. Histories like those of 
the “Human Computers”, women that served 
NASA, have come to light only recently, but 
delve into any area and you will find outstand- 
ing men and women of color, still in the shad- 
ows. 

Teacher Minnie M. Cox became the first 
black, female postmaster in the United States, 
serving in Indianola, MS. Though deemed 
good at her job, white citizens sought to oust 
her. When she left town in 1903, fearing for her 


safety, President Roosevelt closed the post of- 
fice. It opened again in 1904, when her appoint- 
ment expired. But Cox returned to Indianola, 
opened the black-owned Delta Penny Savings 
Bank, and later the Mississippi Life Insurance 
Company. 

French tennis champion and businessman 
Jean René Lacoste (1904-1996) won seven 
Grand Slam singles, the Davis Cup in 1927 and 
1928, was World No.1 player 1926 and 1927. In 
1933, he founded the Societé Chemise Lacoste, 
producing tennis shirts in which he competed 
bearing his nickname “Crocodile” (Alligator) 
logo. In 1961, Lacoste patented the tubular- 
steel tennis racket that became Wilson’s iconic 
T-2000. 

The Tulsa Race Riot of 1921 was sparked by 
an accusation against a 19-year-old black teen. 
Over two days, white citizens razed what was 
then the most affluent black community in the 


country. Thirty-six blacks were reported killed, 
800 hospitalized, and 6,000 arrested. Survivors 
who remained in Tulsa kept silent until 1996, 
when the Oklahoma Commission to Study the 
Tulsa Race Riot of 1921 was formed. In 2001, 
its final report concluded that the city abetted 
the white citizens, that 100-300 African Ameri- 
cans died, 10,000 left homeless, and that prop- 
erty damage of $1.5 million in real estate and 
$750,000 personal property damage ($32 mil- 
lion in 2019) occurred. 

Recently, Wisconsin native and former NFL 
player Colin Kaepernick was removed from the 
state’s Black History Month resolution that 
said he “has sought to raise attention to racial 
injustice and systemic oppression.” 

Even as prior history is scrutinized and re- 
dacted, we are creating our own history. How 
will the future view us? И 
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FASHION 


Fashionably Mindful 
In Matrimony 


Tierney Houdek talks about her lifelong calling as a fashion designer 
and what she offers to those looking to tie the knot. 
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You сап go all the way back to Tierney 
Houdek’s time as a kindergartener to under- 
stand that a life of creating fashion was in the 
cards. Recognized by her parents for her love 
of weaving in her Montessori school, Houdek 
was gifted with her first sewing machine at 
age 10. What started as creating gifts for her 
friends as a child turned into a penchant for 
full-on fashion design in high school, even 
though Houdek wasn't so sure it would turn 
into an actual career. 

“T thought I would be in the humanities and 
doing therapy due to my strong internal call- 
ing to help others," said Houdek, who resides 
in Minneapolis. “It was 2012 when I realized I 
was only fighting against nature by not pursu- 
ing fashion, because I just couldn't stop mak- 
ing things for people. I was taking on exciting 
costuming jobs, and doing things like conduct- 
ing the pattern development and all things gar- 
ment construction for my friend Ashley Hane's 
launch of her clothing brand "Three Letter Ac- 
ronym' (T.L.A. Press). It was just too obvious 
at that point that I am a designer. and this is 
my path." 

Ultimately, this path has given Houdek the 
opportunity to give people a means of engaging 
in self-expression through her clothing. 

“Му screen prints have given me the op- 
portunity to share messages of mindfulness 
and radical acceptance, which is my current 
avenue for spreading peace and helping people 
through art," said Houdek. 

Enter Thraxis: Theory In Practice, 
Houdek’s clothing brand. Houdek admits that 


her personal design style is a bit of a mixed 
bag, ranging from urban-styled streetwear to 
high fashion work. She describes her work as 
“punked-out goddess wear”: tough but eclectic, 
and approachable to many. 

Thanks to this versatility in style, Houdek’s 
design acumen lends itself quite well to the 
world of wedding fashion, especially for those 
getting married who want their nuptials to not 
be as vanilla or conventional as usual. And for 
the local GLBT community members who want 
to include such clothing choices into their big 
day, they’ll be happy to know that they have а 
kindred spirit in Houdek. 

“I have identified as queer since age 13; 
when I came out to my best friend as bi, she 
said, ‘Yeah, duh. Are you just realizing this?" 
said Houdek. “Then I found this awesome high 
school in Saint Paul, Avalon School, where 
I was able to step into a leadership role with 
the GLBTQ Alliance and was co-president in 
my junior year. We held numerous events to 
fundraise for the cause of educating people on 
ending the oppression the GLBTQ communi- 
ties face in high schools. 

"[ am very proud to say that we won a na- 
tional award for being the most active high 
school GLBTQ Alliance that year," Houdek 
continued. “1 especially enjoyed hosting com- 
munity teach-ins on gender topics, as well as 
group discussions geared to create judgement- 
free environments in schools in the Twin Cit- 
ies. I am just always trying to encourage people 
to accept their beautiful selves and love one an- 
other.” 


Continued on page 12 


That encouragement of positive self-ex- 
pression shined brightly when Houdek crafted 
a showcase of her fashion work for Lavender. 
She noted that while the design choices she 
made were geared towards an alternative mar- 
ket, she observed that what was once consid- 
ered “alternative” is now becoming more main- 
stream. 

“There is a true renaissance happening of 
people taking back what is special, increasingly 
more often throwing social norms and past tra- 
ditions to demonstrate what they truly value,” 
said Houdek. “So when designing ceremonial 
wedding attire, I did not feel one bit shy to em- 
brace my harder edge and bring some really 
strong ‘alternative’ personality to these looks. 
I have many friends and clients who have told 
me that they don’t want to wear traditional 
white at their wedding and instead would rath- 
er wear something that’s sentimental for other 
reasons, or a color that is more indicative of 
their day-to-day taste.” 

Wishing to utilize eccentric leather acces- 
sories in conjunction with traditional wedding 
whites, Houdek apprenticed under master 
leather crafter Jason Pate to design four differ- 
ent leather harnesses. 

“I themed each look after the leather de- 
signs for the carefree, liberated couple who 
is unapologetically themselves,” said Houdek. 
“Bold but classy, hard and still soft, and casual 
while still proud and sentimental.” 

Houdek also jumped on the chance to in- 
corporate the back-in-fashion jumpers to her 
design palate, allowing for some delightfully 
gender-bending design options. But Houdek 
also wanted to complement the alternative with 
the traditional. 

“Just because we are alternative doesn’t 
mean we don’t still include our little flower girl, 
for example,” said Houdek. “I still chose plenty 
of white to keep the experience rich in honor, 
and the other colors chosen are also histori- 
cally royal and prestigious.” 

Houdek hosted the shoot at the MCN 6 tele- 
vision station, with photography spearheaded 
by Jade Patrick. Houdek said that the cama- 
raderie between the stylists, sewing staff and 
models was nothing short of serendipitous. 

“Mika Jugovich and Jesse Pollock are my 
two gender-nonconforming-identifying beau- 
ties who we were instantly captivated by on 
set,” said Houdek. “Daniel Daigle, who models 
for my streetwear line regularly, has a back- 
ground in acting and is able to nail any role I 
give him. Kristin Shaw models any pose easily, 
as an acrobat performer and the owner/coach 
of an aerial and acrobatics studio called Stomp- 


ing Ground, in downtown Minneapolis. Kelsey 
Schweikert and Natalia Dawn Padgett modeled 
and were my super creative hair and makeup 
team for the whole cast. Cora Birnie is only 
four years old, but no newbie when it comes to 
being on point in front of the camera and was 
the sweetest little flower girl to work with.” 

Houdek herself even jumped into the mod- 
eling fray for the shoot, with her entire team of 
models displaying the full gamut of what a bo- 
dacious Thraxis-themed wedding can look and 
feel like. And the best is yet to come, such as a 
spring lingerie line set to launch in mid-April. 

“The future of Thraxis Threads, and my 
work as a designer, will consist of more of my 
favorite thing in fashion: taking on the chal- 
lenge of conjuring garments that are capable 
of presenting a powerful attitude for the wearer 
and are also staples you can’t live without,” 
said Houdek. “I make clothing for people and 
always want to bring people together, so I will 
continue to strive for practical yet playful de- 
signs that unify us while still giving people indi- 
vidual expression that we all need.” 

For more information on Thraxis, visit 
www.thraxisthreads.com. И 


Photographer: Jade Patrick (www.jadepatrick. 
com] 

Leather Designer: Jason Pate (hardskins.com] 
Headdress: Emerald Hulsing (paintslinger.com] 
Jewelry: Ring by Tamiko French; earrings from 
Nordstrom Rack and Ragstock 

Hair and Makeup: Kelsey Schweikert (www. 
facebook.com/FreekyFunPaint] and Natalia Dawn 
Padgett 

Project Management: Sarah Knapp 

Studio Assist: Emerald Hulsing 

Models: Mika Jugovich, Jesse Pollock, Daniel 
Daigle, Kristin Shaw, Kelsey Schweikert, Natalia 
Dawn Padgett, Cora Birnie, Tierney Houdek 
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on The Ellen DeGeneres Show, and 
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Bryden Giving and Michelle Messer's story of her accepting his sexual orientation was the impetus for their appearance on Ellen DeGeneres' talk show. Photo courtesy of 
Bryden Giving 


When Bryden Giving came out to his mother Michelle Messer, he 
was preparing for more than disclosing his sexuality; he was preparing 
to lose his mom. Knowing that she wouldn’t take the news well, Giving 
packed up his things and left for a weekend. After the weekend turned 
into three years, Giving was a junior at Gustavus Adolphus College when 
his mother had a change of heart. 

“She expressed that she disclosed my sexuality to her father, who 
admitted that he had no problem with me being gay because Ellen, from 
his favorite show, was gay. This was a turning point for my mom, who 
also had been relying on The Ellen DeGeneres Show for support, educa- 
tion, and warmth during the challenging period my coming out had on 
her. My mom told me she was sorry for her initial reaction and asked me 
to forgive her. I shared with my mom that I forgave her a long time ago 


and completely understand why she reacted the way she did," Giving 
says. "To this day, Mom and I could not be closer, and our relationship is 
stronger than ever, which is an immense honor and fortunate privilege." 

Knowing that The Ellen DeGeneres Show is ultimately what helped 
bring them together, Giving started writing them letters every week for 
four months before hearing back from some producers of the show who 
invited the two to be audience members at a live show. 

“Нег love is powerful, unconditional, and so deserving of a dream of 
attending The Ellen DeGeneres Show. My mom, present day, still will 
mention how she regrets how she first reacted when I came out,” he 
says. “So, I thought what could be more of a powerful way of showing it's 
all okay and that she should forgive herself than by getting my mom to 
The Ellen DeGeneres Show?" 
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Bryden Giving and his mother Michelle Messer 
appeared on Тһе Ellen DeGeneres Show in January. 
Photo courtesy of Bryden Giving 


Giving says that while sitting in the audi- 
ence, Ellen called him and Messer onstage and 
presented them with a check to go on a vacation 
together. Though a vacation is always a good 
idea, Giving says they split the money among 
the family to pay off loans and other payments. 

“I constantly go back to the YouTube clip 
of our time on the show and re-watch the first 
twenty seconds," Giving says. “І love seeing 
my mom’s reaction. It's pure happiness апа 
warmth, which are two things she deserves, 
and I wanted her to know that." 

When he's not writing determinedly to 
Ellen, Giving is working as an occupational 
therapist by day and a wedding photographer 
by night. He first became interested in pho- 
tography while living in Denmark, and after 
working as a photographic assistant for some 
wedding photographer friends during gradu- 
ate school at St. Catherine's University, Giving 
soon realized that he had a love for wedding 
photography. 

“It is not a full-time endeavor; I am a full- 
time pediatric occupational therapist specializ- 
ing in children with ASD and evidence-based 
practice," Giving says. “However, I do allow 
myself a small number of weddings through- 
out the year because I love connecting with 
couples and the excitement of weddings.” 

The love, forgiveness, and humanity Giving 
has experienced since reconnecting with his 
mother reflects in his photography today. He 
says he likes to capture people, but more im- 
portantly, the things they are feeling, hoping, 
and dreaming. 


“I want to inspire and empower humanity 
through people, love, and stories. My direction 
as a photographer for all of my work has been 
as a photojournalist due to stories heavily en- 
lightening me. I primarily do weddings, but I 
also do family photography, engagement ses- 
sions, and more,” Giving says. 

Giving says he hopes other GLBT youth 
will be inspired by his story to love themselves 
and be open about their sexuality. 

“T feel our story relates to many other gay 
youths due to it not being one of the two clas- 
sic coming out scenarios of your parents fully 
accepting your identity right away or your 
parents not accepting you and that’s the end 
of it,” Giving says. “My mom initially did not 
accept it because she was worried about my 
safety. But when I got over my anger toward 
my mom for not fully accepting me when I 
first came out to her, I realized I did not grant 
my mom any patience, something she fully 
deserved.” 

And now, with a little forgiveness, a lot of 
love, and some help from Ellen, Giving and his 
mother are closer than ever before. 

“Just because my mom did not accept me 
right away does not mean she doesn’t love me. 
In fact, my mom’s love for me was so strong 
that she went through the long and challeng- 
ing inner battle within herself combating her 
and our town’s beliefs about people who are 
queer,” he says. “I think that is a powerful and 
unconditional love, if you ask me.” 

For more information on Bryden Giving 
Photography, visit www.brydengivingphoto.com. Ë 
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WEDDING TIPS 


The Guys Have | 


Let The Wedding Guys help mold your wedding into 
the unforgettable experience you’ve always dreamed of. 


Prepare to be inspired at Wedding Guys fashion shows! Many great brands make it a priority to showcase their best bridal looks at Wedding Guys shows. 


Photo by Lauren B Photography 


Planning a wedding can be hard. There is a lot of energy involved in 
putting together the perfect day. It is overwhelming to choose a theme 
(even if you choose to go traditional, SO many choices!), what you will 
serve for dinner, cake, flowers, venues, a photographer and/or videogra- 
pher, what your bridal party is going to wear, and, motherlode: what you 
and your beloved are going to wear as you walk down the aisle. 

Luckily, dear reader, you live in the Twin Cities: home of The Wed- 
ding Guys. 

Who are The Wedding Guys, you ask? 

The Wedding Guys are Matthew Trettel and Bruce Vassar: two men 
who put on some of the largest, most in-depth bridal shows in the Twin 
Cities. (Sidebar: Matt and Bruce would like to remind all of us that “brid- 
al” just means “wedding”—do not gender things that don’t need to be 
gendered!) 

Neither Trettel nor Vassar set out intending to make careers out of 
the wedding industry, but it is the industry in which they met one an- 
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The hottest new Bridal trends аге showcased on the runway at the Wedding Guys" 
shows. Photo courtesy ofThe Wedding Guys 
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fetta and Ge 22721 
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Minneapolis, MN 55402 


612-339-4111 
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Dream team Matthew Trettel and Bruce Vassar created the Wedding Guys in the early 
aughts and have continued to grow and improve the organization in the years since. 
Photo courtesy of The Wedding Guys 


other and have since flourished, much to the benefit of all of us Mid- 
westerners. Although Minnesota is smack dab in the center of what 
both men call “flyover country”, the Wedding Guys have successfully 
put Minnesota on the map in the bridal world. Their Minneapolis show, 
Unveiled, is the world’s most rewarded bridal event. The Wedding Guys 
work tirelessly, seeking out new trends and ideas and showcasing them 
at their wedding shows. 

The Wedding Guys still occasionally plan weddings themselves, but 
for the most part they now help future brides and grooms craft their 
dream wedding through wedding shows. Twice each year, The Wedding 
Guys put on the Twin Cities Bridal Show, Unveiled, and Unveiled: Roch- 
ester. 

Self-described as speed dating for weddings, The Wedding Guys ag- 
gregate the best of the best in the Twin Cities: photographers, venues, 
florists, bakeries, and even travel companies. Their shows are the per- 
fect opportunity to get an overview of what the Twin Cities have to of- 
fer. Do you need general ideas for wedding plans because you are just 
getting started? Perfect. Maybe you are trying to fill in those last few 
problem areas? Trying to finalize a florist or agonizing over a florist? The 
Wedding Guys will have you covered. 

Being GLBT-friendly is something that comes organically to the 
Wedding Guys and is reflected at their shows. Trettel and Vassar explain 
their mission simply: they strive to support and inspire couples who are 
in love, regardless of orientation. Same-sex couples are featured along- 
side straight couples at inspiration stations. The fashion shows feature 


Continued on page 20 
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WEDDING TIPS 


Groom and Bride styles separately: which is partly because tuxedos are 
too easily overshadowed by wedding gowns, but also ensures that all 
couples feel like they are a part of the show’s intended audience. Be- 
cause they are. 

Now for the bad news: The Wedding Guys do not have another show 
until the fall (the earliest is the Twin Cities Bridal Show on Sept. 22 in St. 
Paul, then Unveiled: Rochester on Oct. 20, and finally Unveiled on Nov. 
3 in Minneapolis). Their website (theweddingguys.com) should tide you 
over until then, though. 

If you are just looking for a couple tips in the meantime, you are in 
luck, because the Wedding Guys gave me several when I sat down with 
them. 

First and foremost, The Wedding Guys want to let you know that the 
best weddings are the ones that are 1) experience-focused and 2) those 
that give your guests a glimpse into who you and your partner are as a 
couple. Your guests might forget the décor, the flowers, the cake, and the 
DJ, but they will not forget their experience. Let your wedding be your 
opportunity to tell your story as a couple and give the people who love 
you the chance to get to know one another. 

Matt and Bruce explained a wedding they attended where members 
of the wedding party were assigned a table and tasked with introducing 
everyone at their table to each other. It gave attendees a chance to get to 
know each other and kept a very diverse group of people at the wedding 
for much longer than they might have otherwise stayed. 

Instagrammable experiences are also huge right now. Cocktail par- 
ties are taking over big dinners because they are simpler and often more 
photographable. Beautiful, stylized food that will photograph well is in- 


to imagine their wedding days. Photo courtesy ofThe Wedding Guys 


credibly trendy. 

Let the way that you tell your story be different. Reflect your love of 
Disney or Marvel or Charles Dickens or just each other in your décor 
or ceremony. Figure out what makes you and your partner unique and 
showcase yourselves. Your guests want to celebrate you, not just another 
wedding. Give them you. 

We are glad you found each other. We cannot wait to see how you 
celebrate yourselves. 

For more information on The Wedding Guys, visit theweddingguys.com. И 


301 N Washington Ave. 
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Chanhassen Dinner Theatres' Ballroom is a more traditional reception space that can serve up to 250 guests. Photo courtesy of Chanhassen DinnerTheatres 
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Goin' To Chanhassen, And 
We're Gonna Get Married 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres doubles as the perfect 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres is known as 
a fun entertainment destination for all theater 
lovers and food lovers, but public relations 
director Kris Howland is here to share why 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres is perfect for 
all lovers. If you're looking for the place to 
say "I do" to your lover, look no further than 
Chanhassen. 

For 50 years, thousands of couples have been 
tying the knot in Chanhassen Dinner Theatre's 
theater, ballroom, and other venue spaces. Over 
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venue to tie the knot. 


the years, the Chanhassen Dinner Theatre's 
venues and amenities have been upgraded and 
updated to provide happy couples with every- 
thing they could need on their special day while 
keeping that timeless “Chan” flair. 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres has two main 
interior reception space options: the Club The- 
atre and the Ballroom and Dance Loft. The 


Club Theatre is a multi-level space for up to 175 
guests complete with a stage, built-in dance 
floor, and tiered seating for dinner. The Ball- 
room and Dance Loft is a more traditional re- 
ception space that can serve up to 250 guests. 
It has dramatic colors and up-lighting as well as 
a hardwood dance floor. 

“Chanhassen Dinner Theatres can support 
your dreams of an outdoor wedding at nearby 
Bluff Creek Golf Course; it’s quiet and seclud- 
ed with a panoramic view of the Minnesota 


| hanhassen Your Wedding. Every Moment. 
Every Detail. 


WEDDINGS & EVENTS 


All- РЕ 
Wedding Раскаде 
Call for Details. 


Celebrate your special occasion at one of the Twin Cities’ most 
reasonably priced and accommodating wedding & event venues. 


952.934.1524 Weddings.ChanhassenDT.com 
501 West 78th Street Chanhassen, MN 


River Valley. From there, it’s an easy car ride 
to Chanhassen Dinner Theatres for the recep- 
tion,” Howland says. 

Chanhassen Dinner Theatres has a rich 
history for being a special occasion destina- 
tion and as part of that, Howland says they’re 
privileged to shine the spotlight on couples cel- 
ebrating their wedding day. The Club Theatre 
space was a busy theatre for more than two de- 
cades until it was converted into a lovely space 
for weddings & events, she adds. 
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Chanhassen's All-Inclusive Wedding Package includes plated entreés, DJs, and room rental. Photo courtesy of Chanhassen DinnerTheatres 


“One of the most delightful and memorable 
qualities about Chanhassen Dinner Theatres is 
that it feels like home. CDT is welcoming and full 
of acceptance and warmth,” Howland says. “CDT 
offers a comfortable yet beautiful place for our 
wedding couples to celebrate their most exciting 
milestone with their family and friends.” 

Because all weddings are different, Howland 
says Chanhassen Dinner Theatres is an ideal 
wedding location because it offers a fresh space 
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that can be decorated and designed to fit the 
needs of any couple, no matter what their style is. 

“Our wedding spaces offer a ‘blank canvas’ 
effect. They’re easily customizable so you feel 
as though your wedding is perfectly designed 
for you as a couple,” Howland says. “Every 
love story is unique, and we believe weddings 
should reflect that!” 

Whether you're looking for a place for 
your own special day or you have a friend who 


seems to be drowning in wedding planning, the 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres is a venue you'll 
want to give a second look. 

For more information, visit www.chanhas- 
sendt.com. И 
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It might have been anything but love at first sight for Ryan 
LaBoy and Joel Bergeland, but three years after their first 
date, the unlikely couple tied the knot and in doing so, proved 
why opposites do indeed attract. 

“Joel grew up in the suburbs of Minneapolis, and I grew 
up in upstate New York—let’s just say we have different styles 
of communication and conflict resolution! We're like salt and 
pepper, and as one of Joel's friends puts it. We ‘see each oth- 
er's blind spots," LaBoy says. 

LaBoy and Bergeland met through a mutual friend who 
was also Bergeland's roommate in graduate school in Con- 
necticut. She and Bergeland both moved to Minneapolis 
around the same time, and she then met LaBoy soon after as 
they were both choral conductors. She immediately suggest- 
ed the two go on a date, so they met at Five Watt Coffee on the 
morning of Oct. 13, 2015. 

"Despite having matching eyebrow piercings and be- 
ing disappointed in our coffee orders that morning, we both 
walked away from our first date unsure of whether we wanted 
a second date. But we decided to give it a shot, and we got 
married three years to the day from our first date," Bergeland 
says. 

LaBoy says the happy couple was embracing their ability to 
freely marry each other in this country, though their freedom 
didn't come free. 

“On the one hand, we had total freedom as a gay couple 
to mark our engagement however we wanted. But, this same 
freedom also made it challenging. Were we being too conven- 
tional? Were we going too far out there just to prove a point?,” 
LaBoy says. "It was liberating to have no structure, but also 
challenging to know how to create that experience of engage- 
ment for ourselves. So, pretty soon we were feeling a lot of 
self-imposed pressure." 

While planning the engagement mid-February, LaBoy 
says in true Minnesota fashion, the couple awoke to a drip- 
ping ceiling after an ice dam had formed on their house and 
was wrecking part of their living room. 

"This proved to be the straw the broke the camel's back for 
us! In solving this new homeowners' crisis, we knew we had 
all the stuff we needed to get married and realized we were 
getting stuck on the wrong details," LaBoy says. 

As a Lutheran pastor, Bergeland knows what is truly im- 
portant in religion, and after navigating the tricky world of 
owning a home with a significant other, he quickly learned 
what is truly important in a relationship, too. 

"Ryan called me at work later that morning and said, "What 
if we just got together with our closest friends tonight, asked 
them to them bless us and bless the ring we had, and that's 
how we got engaged?' So we called our friends, got plenty of 
red wine and chocolate, and gathered at one of their homes," 
Bergeland says. 


Continued on page 28 
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Once the ring made its way around LaBoy 
and Bergeland’s circle of friends, the couple 
said “amen”, kissed, and were officially en- 
gaged. 

The couple walked down the aisle at West- 
minster Presbyterian Church in downtown 
Minneapolis on Oct. 13, 2018. The church had 
just opened a new expansion, so the ceremony 
and reception took place in the same building. 

“While many people may place the bulk 
of their wedding planning into the reception, 
sometimes seeing the ceremony as a formality 
to get through—as a pastor and choral conduc- 
tor—planning the ceremony is where we got 
excited! We also took the care to think of our 
ceremony as a gift to our guests and spent a lot 
of time thinking, ‘What do we want our loved 
ones to walk away with?!” says Bergeland. 

Bergeland says they had three pastors, four 
Scripture readings, more than a dozen choral 
anthems and hymns, and Holy Communion for 
everyone. 

“One other special thing about our wedding 
is that we extended an open invitation to the 
ceremony so that people from our churches 
and workplaces that we couldn't fit into our 
dinner reception could still come and celebrate 
with us," LaBoy says. 

Bergeland says the two felt like they were 
walking on air the entire day, and LaBoy says 
the couple was able to stay grounded and avoid 
nervousness by staying together the entire 
time leading up to the ceremony. 

How does the happy couple keep the ro- 
mance alive? Bergeland says his favorite things 
about LaBoy are his honesty and ability to al- 
ways make him laugh. 

“And I love Joel's loyalty and gentleness... 
and he has а cute butt!” says LaBoy. И 


Photographer: Bryden Giving Photographer 

Date of Wedding: Oct. 13, 2018 

Dating Since: 2015 

Location of Ceremony & Reception: Westminister 
Presbyterian Church 

Florist: Molly Schaus 

Stylist: Lindsay Dukes from Lindsay Dukes Artistry 
Dinner and Dessert: Eat For Equity 

Pies: Made by friends and family of guests 

Suits: Indochino 

Ties and Jewelry: Macy's 

Ryan's Shoes: Cole Haan 

Joel's Shoes: Johnston & Murphy 

Music: Choir made up of family and friends 
Bridesmaids and Flower Girl Dresses: JJ's House 
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A) OUR WEDDING STORY 


LOVE AT FI 
LESLIE KNOPE 


oM College sweethearts to spouses, 
Mel nd 5 Tervonen share their love story. 


Continued on page 32 
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It was a normal April day in college. Stu- 
dents were finishing up midterms and praying 
that they would soon see sleep again. Mel Her- 
vonen’s (Wewers at the time) roommate decided 
to celebrate the end of the grueling test season 
by throwing a party at their apartment. Though 
Mel objected, they agreed to let the party hap- 
pen anyway. And boy, are they glad they did. 

Rebecca Hervonen had just finished up her 
final midterm and was ready to enjoy a long, 
deep slumber to recuperate. As they dreamed of 
diving headfirst into a weekend-long nap, their 
friend mentioned a queer party that would be 
happening that night and suggested that Rebec- 
ca come along. Though they wanted to be any- 
where but a loud, late-night party, they agreed 
to go anyway. And boy, are they glad they did. 

Once Rebecca walked through the door of 
Mel’s apartment, the two were immediately at- 
tracted to each other. The two talked for hours 
about anything and everything, discussing 
Mel’s upbringing in the suburbs of Milwaukee 
and Rebecca’s in St. Paul, bonding over their 
shared love of Parks & Recreation, and watch- 
ing episode after episode of the show. As the two 
laughed over Leslie Knope’s witty one-liners, 
Mel finally worked up the nerve to kiss Rebec- 
ca. And the rest is history. 

Though both Mel and Rebecca went into col- 
lege with uncertain plans, they both left know- 
ing one thing was for sure: they were meant to 
be together. 

“I originally went there with the intention of 
becoming a teacher, but I eventually went down 
a different path. For a while, I was unsure of 
what I wanted, but my passion for creating posi- 
tive change and helping others that I care about 
(these core values are a big part of why Rebecca 
and I connected so strongly and immediately) 
drove me to major in gender and women’s stud- 
ies and Spanish. I continued playing sports in 
college by trying out a new one: rugby,” Mel 
says. 

The couple relocated to the Twin Cities in 
May 2018 once Rebecca got a job at the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota as an administrative associate 
in the neuroscience department. Mel embraces 
n her sportiness by joining a rugby team, express- 
ТЕСТТІ ' ҚР Т il TEN cs her artistic side by playing guitar and writ- 
LET AI 1. ing music, and finds new interests by exploring 

3 Ў cooking and baking. 
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“Іп 2019, I am looking forward to showing Mel 
more of that the Twin Cities have to offer, especially 
when the weather warms up,” Rebecca says. 

Though Mel and Rebecca don’t entirely believe 
it was love at first sight, the two wasted no time fall- 
ing head over heels for each other. The couple got 
engaged after Mel proposed six months into the rela- 
tionship by writing a poem that led Rebecca to a park 
where they first said “I love you” to each other. 

The couple tied the knot on Oct. 20, 2018 in St. 
Paul. The ceremony was officiated by a friend of the 
couple, and after they read their own vows to each 
other, the couple left to get some time alone together 
before the reception. 

“We had cocktail hour and dinner where we spent 
some time talking to family members and friends, 
thanking them and telling them how much we appre- 
ciate that they could be a part of our big day. After din- 
ner, our friends and Rebecca’s parents gave speeches. 
They were heartfelt and emotional, hilarious, and en- 
tertaining. Then we had our first dance to the song 
‘She’ by Jen Foster, a song that was the gay cherry 
on an already very queer wedding ice cream sundae,” 
the couple says. “We danced with our parents to ‘What 
a Wonderful World’ and then the party got started. 
The live band was, well, lively. Everyone got up and 
danced and had a great time. We will both remember 
how much fun it was to show off our dance moves 
with everyone we love so dearly. We partied until the 
early hours of the morning. It was a very long day 
filled with so much excitement and emotion, but we 
wouldn’t change it in any way if we could.” 

With a wedding of more than 150 guests, Mel and 
Rebecca say they were both feeling a little nervous 
before walking down the aisle, though their friends 
quickly helped calm their nerves. 

“That day will be something I will cherish forever. 
It couldn’t have been more perfect,” Mel says. 

Rebecca says they loved dancing with friends and 
family to the music of the live band, and though the 
dancing might have made them tired, they didn’t want 
the night to end. 

“By the end of the night, I was beat, but happier 
than ever,” Rebecca says. И 


Photographer: Melissa Hesse of Rivets and Roses 
Date of Wedding: Oct. 20, 2018 

Dating Since: April 21, 2016 

Location of Ceremony & Reception: James J. Hill 
Reference Library 

Florist: Jenny Bell Nielsen 

Cake: Deco Catering 

Invitations: Zazzle 

Music: Bluewater Kings Band 
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Swedish Do It Right... 
Motors Or Not At All. 


The Twin City's Premiere Independent 
Volvo Sales and 
Repair Shop 


03.5661 


www.swedishmotorsmn.com 


OUTLOUD ) 


PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS 


RE 


HENNEPIN 


Looking for a rewarding career 
where you can make a difference? 


А job as а Direct Support Professional might be right 
for you! REM Hennepin is an equal opportunity employer 
serving individuals with disabilities. We offer: 


Competitive pay and benefits w Opportunities for growth 
Full- and part-time opportunities and advancement 
Diverse, welcoming workplace environment и Flexible hours and scheduling 


Apply now! Visit jobs.thementornetwork.com 


A partner of The MENTOR Network | Equal Opportunity Employer 


Outloud Promotions is a full service 
branded merchandise agency creating 
high impact promotional products. 


LGBT Certified Business 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 


look at auto and home discounts 


tloud : . 
BON CS ДАУКА from American Family. 


shout@outloudpromos.com 
952-456-8372 


Dawn Bartell Agency 
4649 Bloomington Avenue 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 


American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
AMERICAN FAMILY Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 Minneapolis MN 
| INSURANCE f тшп American Family Insurance Company 4 
m заа E РА American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartell@amfam.com 
your protection under one гоо! Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 612.333.5554 
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Where guests are encouraged and skeptics are expected. 
A sanctuary for all people. 
Sunday Worship 8am, 10:30am, 5pm 


LANDMARK 


ourcathedral.org 
519 Oak Grove St. Mpls, MN 55403 
Corner of 15th & Hennepin, across from Loring Park & the Walker. 


facebook.com/SaintMarksEpiscopalCathedral instagram.com/stmarksmpls 


C E N T E R 
landmarkcenter.org | 75 5th Street W. | St. Paul, MN 55102 | 651.292.3228 
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ССТТ REAL WEDDINGS 


PRODUCED BY CHRIS ТАВВОХ 


ROBERT WARMBOE 
& JAMES COLE 


Photographer: Ryah Jenkins with 
Beautiful Grace Photography 
Date of Wedding: June 6, 2018 

Dating Since: May 12, 2010 
Location of Ceremony 
& Reception: Solomon’s Porch Church 
in South Minneapolis 
Wedding Coordinator: Amanda Jarvis 
Florist: DIY paper origami using old 
encyclopedias and dress patterns 
Cake: Costco 
Invitations: Vistaprint 
Music: Graham Hensel 
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Senior Real Estate Specialist 
MN Choice Homes Team 


"OU Ы] ] 
_ www we к” 


Call for your FREE Home Evaluation! 


Jean Gustafson в 
Attorney at Law 


• Family Law ; | 
* Child Protection 
* Employment Law 
5 * Elder Law ` 
Се • Estate Law M 


Gustafson Law Office 
(218) 454-2039 - www.guslaw.net 
Licensed: MN, SD, UT 


«Оз 


О FITNESS АМО WELLNESS 


ARE YOU READY ТО LOSE WEIGHT, 


GET IN SHAPE, AND TRANSFORM 
YOUR BODY IN ONLY 8 WEEKS. 


COME EXPERIENCE WORKOUTS THAT ARE GOING TO REALLY 
CHANGE YOUR BODY! LIVE OUT LOUD BOOTCAMP IS DESIGNED FOR 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS. WHETHER YOU ARE IN GREAT SHAPE OR HAVE 
NOT WORKED OUT IN YEARS, THE PROGRAM ACCOMMODATES ALL! 


IT'S CHALLENGING, FUN, AND A GREAT WAY TO 
MEET PEOPLE JUST LIKE YOU! 


Contact: (> qfitnessandwellness@gmail.com 
(С)651-300-9591 
Рог registration information 


INSURE CAREFULLY. 
DREAM FEARLESSLY. 


Pamela M Petersen 
Pamela Petersen Agency 


(651) 439-8442 Office 
(651) 336-4615 Cell 


у 
"Working Нага Ѓо 


while serving the community!" 


e» StateFarm: 


Davina Baldwin 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. Davina M. Baldwin 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


' u к у) 
EIRESULTS noe 
NoPlaceLikeHomento 
Amy Ruzick, RE/MAX Results 
651-492-1044 


Kay T. Johnson, RSS 
612-802-8261 


noplacelikehome@results.net 
facebook.com/noplacelikehome.info 
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REAL WEDDINGS 


PRODUCED BY CHRIS TARBOX 
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Lavender Magazine тад · Jul 10 
Our canine companions enjoy eating outdoors too, so why bother 
leaving them behind? ow.ly/Ps1jo (by @ShLueck) 


Lavender Magazine mag - Jul 10 
More and more people are traveling with pets, and @commonshotel is 
ahead of the curve on this one. ow.ly/PsOXj (by @ShLueck) 


Laver ine @lavmag - Jul 1 
a It's time to hit the patio! Have you heard of these new outdoor hot 
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www.nsgra.org 


$5 Admission 
$15 All-U-Can-Drink 8. Admission 
Shadow Box Model Changing 


Door Prizes 
Entertainment 
Silent Auction 


Sexy Underwear 
Fabulous Pup Models 
Stunning Leather Title Models 


"VN 
Int 


\ Y re MONTH 


18-- EVENT 


CLOTHES CHECK AVAILABLE 


po 


$/GayNineties | 8 @ @Gay90s 
408 Hennepin Ave. Mpls, MN 55401 | Gay90s.com | 612.333.7755 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly поп- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, and 
supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

612) 824.IFE (5433) 


www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce work- 
ing to invigorate, build & partner for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and certifi- 
cates in acupuncture/Chinese Medicine, 
chiropractic, massage therapy, and B.S. 
completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 МУ. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health Com- 
prehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care from a 
multi-disciplinary team. Providing gender 
affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics 
and Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it’s a fling or a serious thing - get 
tested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 
Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 


www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country, 
celebrating 40 years! Listen on air or 
online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio К - Real College Radio 

Radio К (КООМ) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave 5. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children’s Theatre Company 

Children’s Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 


Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: Broad- 


way shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our community 
as a symphony orchestra internationally recog- 
nized for artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 


Hosting, presenting, and creating perform- 


ing arts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 

An award-winning chorus building com- 
munity through music and offers entertain- 
ment worth coming out for! 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
board members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for alll. 
333 5. 12th 51. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 

No matter who you are, or where you are 
on life's journey, you are welcome here! 
3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 


www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark’s 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 

www.Issmn.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise 
/ Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@DiscoverStillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 


www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and 
B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-401 1, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. Volun- 
teering for social & environmental causes. 
(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL 


ESTATE 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 65 Years! 


FREE Estimates + All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls + 612-872-6671 
WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


EMPLOYMENT 


Enjoy working on your own? Petyard Pickup needs 
you.Weekday shifts.Part-time available with room 
to grow. Must have own vehicle. Call (612) 788-8390 
or Email petyard(apetyardpickup.com or visit www. 
PetYardPickup.com. 


GUN SHOPS 
OO 


Bill’s Monthly Memberships 
5 Star Rated Ranges 


qin Shope Huge Retail Selection 
= Range Training Classes 


WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


HOME SERVICES 


SA 


www.goodstuffmoving.com 


631-488-4808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


Serving you for over 100 years! SESSINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


HOUSE CLEANING 
PROBABLY WON'T 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & R 5 REMOVALS 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming + Chipping “ Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage • Lot Clearing • Hedge & зд 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Ein Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


952.854.3800 


Commercial & Residential 


COLDWCLL 
BANKER © 
BURNET 


INSURANCE 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto · Home · Life 
+ Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
(612) 781-3454 
612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Couples Counseling 


marylouisegooch.com 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 


Suite 100 


St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Matthew Pagel 


Income Tax Professional 


Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 
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NEW ADDITION AT THE SHADE 
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2ndShade aen 


Budget Payments - Trades Welcome 


15102 Minnetonka Industrial Ва. Minnetonka, ММ 55545 
952-444-5500 - 2ndshade.com 
New • Used • Rental • Repairs • Storage 
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Get inspired. Discover your next home. 


THURSDAYS-SUNDAYS THROUGH MARCH 31 


PARADEOFHOMES.ORG 


SPONSORED BY: 


bank. xfinity 


